Mariemont Players, Inc.

March 11 - 27, 2022

Mariemont Players Inc. will be
following the guidelines from the
CDC in order to keep our
audiences, actors, staff and crew as safe as possible.

Masks Are Recommended
because of our small space and
the close proximity to the
actors (we don’t have understudies).

They are no longer
mandatory.

Is He Dead?
Mariemont
Players
A new
comedy
presents

By Mark Twain

RIPCORD
as adapted by David Ives

By
David Lindsay-Abaire
September 13-29, 2019
Special Thanks: Ed Cohen

Time & Place:
Act I, Scene
Studio
of Jean-François
Millet,
Originally commissioned
by the I:
Manhattan
Theatre
Club (Lynne Meadow, Artistic
Director; Barry
Grove, Executive Producer)at
with
funds
provided
by
US
Trust
and
received
its
world
premiere there
Barbizon
near
Paris,
1846
on October 1, 2015.
Act I, Scene II: The following day
Directed by Becky Collins
Act II: Drawing
room in Paris, three months later
March 11 - 27, 2022
SETTING

The play is
mostly
set in aisdouble
room at the in
Bristol
Place
Senior Living
The
play
presented
two
acts,
Facility. Though there are a few other locations.

with one 15-minute intermission.

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT THIS SHOW CONTAINS
ADULT LANGUAGE.
Original Broadway production produced by
THERE WILL
BE ONE 15-MINUTE INTERMISSION.
Boy Boyett, Roger Berlind, Daryl Roth, Jane Bergere,
E. Morten/P. Robbins, J. O’Boyle/R. Stevens, Roy Miller,
Sonia Friedman Productions/Ambassador
Theatre Group, Tim Levy
SPECIAL THANKS

Steve Farley
Betsy Obermeyer
Amy Stier
In association with Shelley Fisher Fishkin
The Huitger Family In Memory of Steve Huitger
Produced by special arrangement with Playscripts, Inc.
Ripcord is presented by special arrangement with Dramatists Play Service, Inc., New York.

Welcome to Mariemont Players
The Mariemont Players (MPI) was formed 85 years ago as a church group that performed plays
in the village of Mariemont, Ohio. Founded in 1936, the group began a regular season of
performances in the 1950s and was incorporated as a not-for-pro t organization on August 28,
1956 by its president, Woodrow (Woody) Jarrett. In honor of Woody & Lois Jarrett’s longtime
commitment to the theater, the auditorium is named for them.
In 1960, for slightly more than $8000, the group bought the old Plainville four-room school
building. Volunteer members have been converting the structure into the Walton Creek Theater
ever since. The original cornerstone was laid in 1869, but the present solid brick building at the
intersection of Walton Creek and Muchmore Roads dates from 1910. We’re fortunate to be one
of the few local community theaters with a permanent home. Our continuing improvements to the
building include a remodeled auditorium with new seating, aisle lights and an electromagnetic
hearing loop for the hearing-impaired. Our elevator to the auditorium accommodates those with
physical handicaps, including wheelchairs. A handicap accessible restroom is on the rst oor.
The Players have had 1000s of members during the past 85 years. Some have even become lm
actors, Broadway musical directors and played roles in professional theater, TV commercials,
corporate videos and voice-overs plus dozens of support roles in media and the creative arts.

Join Us!
Open audition dates for each production are announced on our Facebook page, on our website
at mariemontplayers.com or behindthecurtaincincy.com. Cast requirements change on a show-toshow basis with no experience required.
There are many opportunities to work backstage as part of our technical production staff. If your
talents or interests include props, costumes, set design and construction, painting, music, lights,
sound or stage managing – we have something for you! Contact Vicki Rafferty at
vsrraff@mac.com or Bill Pauly (set construction) at billpauly33@gmail.com about the next chance
to get involved.

Become a Patron
Your generous donations make it possible to continue improving our theater. Donations are taxdeductible and are acknowledged in the program for each show of the season. You may donate
online at our website (www.mariemontplayers.com) or send a check (write patron donation on
the memo line) to MPI, 4101 Walton Creek Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45227.

Please consider supporting MPI at one of these levels.
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Director $100+
Producer $75-99
Angel $50-74
Quarter Club $25-49
Patron $15-24

Foundation are JPMorgan Chase Bank and attorney Richard A. Watson.
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Hearing Loops allow people who wear hearing aids to
directly receive the sound from the stage microphones in
their own hearing aids. If your hearing aids have a wireless
receiver called a T-coil or telecoil, just switch it on. Talk to your
audiologist to see if your instruments are so equipped and how
to activate it. Many hearing devices can have either a T (no
background noise pickup) or MT program (blended microphone
and T-coil program).
If your hearing aid doesn’t have a telecoil, you may borrow
a separate loop receiver with a headset, available in the first floor
lobby. Ask an usher if you would like to use one.
For questions about your hearing aids and telecoils talk to your audiologist.
To learn more about hearing loops visit:
hearingloop.org or brownaudioservices.com

Ripcord Cast
(in order of appearance)
ABBY BINDER ……………………………….………………… Chessie Vigran
SCOTTY .……………….……………………………………………… Jake Hart
MARILYN DUNNE ……………………………….………………. Sue Breving
ZOMBIE BUTLER, DEREK, MASKED MAN …..….. Juan Suárez Ontaneda
CLOWN, LEWIS, BENJAMIN ………………………………. Nathan Huitger
WOMAN IN WHITE, COLLEEN …………………………… Stephanie Klein

RIPCORD Production Team
Director .………………………………….. Becky Collins
Co - Producers .………………………….. Patrick Kramer
Elizabeth Molloy
Stage Manager .………………………….. Betsy Bossart
Sound Design .…………………………… Alex Garvey
Costume Design ………………………… Sophie Grant
Set Design/Decor ………………………. Betsy Obermeyer
Lighting Design ……….…..……………. jef brown
Properties …..….………………………… Aimée Ward
Light Execution ……………….………… Sara Briggs, Katie Jensen
Sound Execution .……………………….. Natasha Boeckman
Master Carpenter ………..……………… Bill Pauly
Construction Team ……………………… Tim Carney, Art Kibby, Fred Murrell
Painting Crew……….…………………… Betsy Obermeyer, Patrick Kramer,
Lobby Display …………………………… Vicki Rafferty
Playbill …………………………………… Vicki Rafferty
Publicity…. ……………………………… Jackie Miesle
Online Playbill… ……………………….. Vicki Rafferty
Original Show Artwork ………………… Teresa Johns
Photography …….……………………….. Kristy Rucker
Box Of ce Manager …….………..……… Aaron Courtland
Facilities… ……………………………….. Steve Farley, Kim Woods
Website …………………………………… Patrick Kramer
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About the Cast
Sue Breving (Marilyn Dunne) - Sue last appeared at Mariemont Players in Five Tellers Dancing
in the Rain in 1999 with Norma Niinemets directing. She is back to take on the role of Marilyn in
Ripcord. Sue has performed at many of the theatres in the Greater Cincinnati area, including
Cincinnati Shakespeare Company, where she played Queen Gertrude in Hamlet. Favorite roles
include Mabel Tidings in Pride's Crossing, Kimberly Akimbo in the play of the same name, and
LuAnn in LuAnn Hampton Laverty Oberlander. Sue is an Americorps Seniors Outreach Specialist
at Brighton Center in Newport. Whenever she gets the opportunity, she is on a plane to Brooklyn
or Houston to visit her grandchildren. She dedicates this performance to Norma Niinemets friend, mentor, and theatre muse. Miss you, Norma!

Jake Hart (Scotty) - Jake is very blessed and honored to be in his third production at MPI! His
pervious two shows were Neil Simon’s Broadway Bound as Eugene and Alfred Uhry’s The Last
Night of Ballyhoo as Joe. He has been awarded an ACT Cincinnati Inc. Award of Merit for his
acting. Jake would like to thank his family and loved ones for all the consistent support they show
him, and he hopes everyone has as much fun watching the show as he has working on it with the
cast and crew!

Nathan Huitger - (Clown, Lewis, Benjamin) - Nate is thrilled to be playing 3 roles in Ripcord for
his first show with MPI. He's previously been seen on stage in many shows with St. Paul Players
of Reading, OH. When not rehearsing or on stage, Nate works as a Paralegal. He wants to thank
his family, work family at Sottile & Barile, and especially his husband, Nick, for all the love and
support - “Slow yourself down and look around while you can."

Stephanie Klein (Woman in White, Colleen) - Stephanie, an ACT Award-Winning Actor, is
thrilled to make her debut with Mariemont Players. She was most recently seen in The Odd
Couple: Female Version at Footlighters. Stephanie kept herself busy during the pandemic by
performing and writing for Monologues About Resilience with Equality Productions Cincinnati
and HomeView Theatre with The Drama Workshop. Her experience with MPI has been nothing
short of magical and she hopes to work with this talented and amazing group of individuals again!
Stephanie would like to send a special thank you to her mother and PT, her cats (Pepper and Roni)
and a SPECIAL thanks to Alex for his constant support and allowing Becky, Betsy and I to “Pull
the Ripcord” on officially bringing him into the Community Theatre Family.
Juan Suárez Ontaneda (Zombie Butler, Derek, Masked Man) - Juan was born and raised in
Quito, Ecuador, and came to the United States when he was 17. He has performed with the
Malayerba Company in Ecuador, Nós do Morro in Brazil, and with the Parkland College Theater
(Illinois). Ripcord will be his first play in Cincinnati, and he is very thankful to MPI for
welcoming him to this wonderful home. Special thanks to Alia, for helping him become the best
possible zombie butler on a day-to-day basis.

Chessie Vigran (Abby Binder) - Chessie was last seen on Mariemont Players' stage as Roberta,
the schoolteacher from the Bronx, in Evelyn in Purgatory. Mariemont audiences may also
remember her from The Cemetery Club, Six Dance Lessons in Six Weeks, The Last Romance, and
The Silver Whistle. After two long years of Covid-enforced retirement, Chessie is delighted to be
back onstage at Mariemont Players--especially since it's in Ripcord, a provocative, outrageous
play about people who are realer than real. Gratitude to her real-life family and many encouraging
friends!

About the Production Team
Becky Collins (Director) - Becky is delighted to be directing at Mariemont again! She received
her Bachelor's in Theatre Arts & Drama from Eureka College. Her past directing credits include
Three Bags Full, Complete Works of William Shakespeare- Abridged, Lend Me a Tenor, and
Almost, Maine. Previously she has stage managed at MPI for Evelyn in Purgatory and Broadway
Bound and designed lights for Is He Dead and Around the World in 80 Days. Outside of theatre,
Becky works at Cincinnati Children's Hospital. She would like to thank the cast & crew for
pulling the ripcord and taking the leap for this show! Finally she sends her love to her friends and
family for their support.
Patrick Kramer (Co-Producer) - Pat is excited to be working with this incredibly talented cast
and production crew. It takes a village to put on a theatrical production, and the teamwork and
dedication of this crew has been second to none. Pat would like to thank Becky for allowing him
to be a part of this wonderful production, and, of course, Elizabeth, his partner-in-crime. But most
importantly, we want to thank you, our patrons. Without your support of local theater, productions
like this would be impossible. We can’t wait for you to experience Ripcord!

Elizabeth Molloy (Co-Producer) - Elizabeth thought that one of the perks of being a producer
was that she wouldn’t have to turn in a bio. She was wrong. This is her first time producing, so
she’s still learning. Thankfully, she has a good co-producer who reminds her to do things like
turn in a bio.

Betsy Bossart (Stage Manager) - Betsy joins Becky as her stage manager for the second time,
first time at Mariemont Players! She has last appeared onstage in MPI’s production of The
Wisdom of Eve, and behind the scenes co-producing Evelyn in Purgatory. She has previously been
involved in other community theater productions at The Drama Workshop, Footlighters, Inc., and
Village Players. Betsy has called Cincinnati home for the past 14 years with her husband, C.J.,
and their children, Madeleine and Theodore. Thank you to Becky and the cast & crew for such an
enjoyable time together, and thanks especially to C.J. for his love and support.

Betsy Obermeyer (Set Design/Decor) - Betsy appreciates the opportunity to collaborate with jef
brown once again to bedazzle the MPI stage. If you caught our one night production of Earth and
Sky, you have seen this design duo before. When not painting floors, Betsy serves as the VP of
Shows for the Beechmont Players. She enjoys leading the play reading committee and seeking
new and exciting fundraising opportunities.

jef brown (Lighting Design) - jef has designed lights for more than 30 Mariemont Players’
productions including Evelyn in Purgatory, Three Bags Full, most versions of Tuna, Pump Boys
and Dinettes and most of the shows he’s directed here over the last 20 or so years. In addition, jef
has directed, acted, designed lights, sets and sound and served as a consultant for many of
Cincinnati’s theatre groups. He has been honored by the ACT Cincinnati, Inc. with its Mario
Pitocco Award, and by MPI with its Roger Grooms and Elston Hurst Awards. jef would like to
thank Amy for letting him leave the house and play with his friends.

Aimée Ward (Properties) - Aimée (she/her) is thrilled to be behind the scenes of this wonderful
show! She’s worked on other Mariemont productions such as The Outsider and The Last Night of
Ballyhoo, but will also be seen on stage during the upcoming productions of Ada and the Engine
and Harvey. When not at Mariemont, Aimée is a Montessori teacher at Cincinnati Country Day
School in Indian Hill. She also enjoys Netflix-binging, playing D&D and going to the zoo. She’d
like to thank the cast and crew, the best family in the world (hers) and, of course, Taylor Swift.

Sophie Grant (Costume Design) -Sophie is so excited to be costuming for the first time at
Mariemont. She got into community theater recently at The Drama Workshop, learning how to
handle everything from one-man-three-Hamlet-characters-costume-changes, lighting design, to
extra smelly yellow prop dip. She would like to thank Peggy for the treasure trove in the
basement and Becky for this opportunity.

Alex Garvey (Sound Design) - Alex is grateful to be working with such a talented and welcoming
cast and crew for his first foray into live theater tech. He is thankful to the whole team for this
exciting and engaging opportunity to work with a wonderful group of people. Though new to live
theater, Alex has been engaged in the production and performance of ensemble music throughout
his life, and is thrilled for this new opportunity. He would like to thank his partner, Stephanie
Klein, for her love, support, and encouragement.

Bill Pauly (Master Carpenter) - Bill has just built his 43rd set for MPI with the completion of
Ripcord. With his fellow carpenter, Tim Carney, he finds it a joy building each set with their
unique designs and challenges. Bill has received many awards for his work including MPI's
Presidential Award and the Elston Hurst Award and 16 Orchid Awards from ACT. He wants to
thank MPI, the patrons, his crew, and his wife for the opportunity to fulfill his passion with the
excitement that these sets produce.

Natasha Boeckman (Sound Execution) - Natasha is, as always, thrilled to be back with
Mariemont, this time helping backstage. She was last seen earlier this season as Lala Levy in The
Last Night of Ballyhoo and Paige Caldwell in The Outsider. Natasha loves pushing buttons, both
on and off stage. Enjoy the show!

Sara Briggs (Lights Execution) - Sara is glad to be back in the wings of Mariemont! She has had
the pleasure of being a part of many wonderful shows at Mariemont and is happy to be back for
this fantastic production. When not running lights and sound you can find Sara facilitating
outdoor education programming at Imago in the East Price Hill neighborhood of Cincinnati.

Katie Jensen (Lights Execution) - Katie is usually seen onstage rather than behind, but is thrilled
to join this wonderful cast and crew to help bring this show to life. She was recently seen as Alice
in You Can’t Take It With You at Village Players, and previously at MPI as Angela in Three Bags
Full and Marie in Is He Dead?. Katie is a proud graduate of Point Park University’s Conservatory
of Performing Arts. Next up is Nurse Kelly in Harvey this summer!

Aaron Courtland Soper (Box Office Manager) - Aaron is a seasoned Box Office Manager with
a background in the entertainment industry and as a Creative Professional. He is a new
contributor to Mariemont Players Inc. and Cincinnati as a recent transplant from Houston, Texas.
Aaron has great enthusiasm with assisting Mariemont Players patrons that support our Theater
season after season. The warm welcome Aaron has experienced in his short time at Mariemont
Players sets a wonderful foundation as he becomes more involved in the dynamic Cincinnati
creative Arts community.

Thank You Mariemont 2021 - 2022 Season Patrons!
DIRECTOR $100+
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anita S. Berry
Chuck & Janet Burdsall
Mike Camery & Jackie Dieckman
Richard E. Cocks
Michael L. Collins
Bill & Harriet Connor
Chris Cullen
Jean H. Davison
Charles W. Deuser
John & Leslie Ebinger
Allison & Rick Edwards
Forrest Fairley
Don, Gayle, Dave & Anita Freeman
Richard & Jeanne Hannan*
Richard & Jeanne Hannan*
Don & Barbara Majinarich
Keith & Peg Marriott
Marlin & Naomi Morris
Joe & Gail Pennington
Thomas Sloan Peters
Royal G. Riedinger
Diana & Basil Rowe
Maris & Jim Ryan
Barry & Sandy Rubin
Greg Schaper
Patrick & Ida Sepate
Mark Silbersack
Sloan
Roselyn Smith
Richard & Jane Swaim
Traci Taylor
Vance & Kathleen Vandrake
Caroline Idinopulos Vigran
Linda & Stephen Winslow
Lauren Woodiwiss **
PRODUCER $75 - 99
Jon & Kathy Dreier
Jerry Wiesenhahn
Martha Jane Ziegler
ANGEL $50 - 74
Valeria & Glenna Amburgey
Anonymous

ANGEL (cont’d)
Douglas & Debbi Berlon
John & Cynthia Bismayer
Barb & Bob Blum
Lisa Breithaupt
Tim & Dee Brown
Dee Anne Bryll & Ed Cohen
Eric & Jennifer Day
Kay & Rich Eby
Larry Emerson
John & Mildred Gilligan
Megan & Donald Heeb
Denise Keller
Nancy & Bill Kuhnell
Mark & Paula Lea
Anne & Daniel Lovell
Dava Lynn
Billie McAdams
Richard & Patricia McMillan
John Miesle
Susan & Russ Moody
Debbie Nash
Sylvia Nathan
Betsy Obermeyer
Shakespeare
Dick & Dottie Simpson
Lori & David Uphaus
& Rosemary Fette
Karen Zaugg
QUARTER CLUB $25 - 49
Terry & Mary Albright
Robert & Georgia Bergan
CJ & Betsy Bossart
Lois Bowman & Norman E.
Nichols
Terry & Gail Covert
Carol & Gary Heheman
Jerry & Susan Hellman
Laura Hovland
Carol Rae Howard
Susan & Doug Iden
Liz & Chuck Ingram
Leba R. Litwack

QUARTER CLUB (cont’d)
Pam & Kevin Malanchuk
Frank & Sandy Mills
Carlotta & Gottfried Mueller
Patricia Mullins
Ann & John Nixon
Becky Patterson
Lyn Plummer
Bill & Carol Schmidter
Amanda Emmons Shumate***
Richard Schuster & Lisa Cobb
Sharon & Tom Shelton
Natalie Skurow
Nancy Ann & Tom Storey
Alice Suckow
Kristen Vincenty
Sharon & Robert Wiwi
Lauren Woodiwiss
PATRON $15 - 24
Linda Callahan
James Christian, Jr.
Micki & Dan Daly
Danny Davies
Ann C. Hawk
Jacki & Marv Heller
Katie Jensen
Patrick Kramer
Karmen & Jerry Lang
Janet K. McConnell
Jackie Miesle
Kevin Moermond
Julie Northrop
Ellen Porter
Vicki Rafferty
Jack & Mary Jo Schaefer
Susan Shapiro
Aimée Ward
Aaron Whitehead
Gary Wong
* In Memory of
* * In honor of Steve Rost
*** In honor of Dee Anne Bryll
As of 3/10/2022

Mariemont Players’ Audience Services
For Your Comfort and Safety
•

Restrooms: Handicap-accessible restroom on the rst oor lobby level, and two
additional restrooms in the basement.

•

Refreshments: Available prior to show and during intermission in the rst oor
Hurst lobby.

•

Elevator: Accessible from parking lot, lobby and auditorium. Ask an usher for
assistance.

•

Emergency Exits: Located at the left and right of the front aisle and at the left
and right sides of the stage.

•

AED (Automated External De brillator): On top landing just outside the
auditorium, designed to be used by anyone in case of sudden cardiac arrest.

•

Hearing Loop: For the hearing-impaired patron with a T-coil equipped hearing
aid. If your hearing aid is equipped with a wireless receiver called a T-coil or
telecoil, just switch it on. If your hearing aid doesn’t have a telecoil, you may
borrow a separate loop receiver with a headset, available in the rst oor lobby.
Ask an usher if you would like to use one.

Good Neighbor Policy
•Latecomers cannot be admitted until a suitable break.
•PLEASE be sure all cell phones, pagers and personal alarms are TURNED OFF, not just placed
on silent or vibrate.
•Be considerate of those around you. Talking and rustling papers distract the performers and
other audience members.
•Food and drinks are not allowed in the auditorium, except water bottles. Please dispose of all
refreshments before entering the theater.
•Walton Creek Theater is a smoke-free building. There are smoking receptacles outside.
•Publisher’s copyright strictly forbids photography, video or audio recording of any kind during
the performance.

Group Rates
MPI offers special rates to groups of 10 or more for certain performances.
Please call our Box Of ce at 513 501-1718 for more information.
Contact Us
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Mariemont Players
4101 Walton Creek Road
Cincinnati, OH 45227
NEW Box Of ce #: 513 501-1718
Theater: 513 271-1661(unattended)
www.mariemontplayers.com

