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the close proximity to the
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World Premiere in the 2016 Humana Festival of New American Plays at
Actors Theatre of Louisville.

Directed by Laura Berkemeier

September 8 - 25, 2022
PLACE: An American city. And various distant lands.
TIME: The present. Late winter and early spring.

PERFORMED WITHOUT INTERMISSION.
This Random World is presented by special arrangement with Dramatists Play Service, Inc.,
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Welcome to Mariemont Players
The Mariemont Players (MPI) was formed 86 years ago as a church group that performed plays
in the village of Mariemont, Ohio. Founded in 1936, the group began a regular season of
performances in the 1950s and was incorporated as a not-for-profit organization on August 28,
1956 by its president, Woodrow (Woody) Jarrett. In honor of Woody & Lois Jarrett’s longtime
commitment to the theater, the auditorium is named for them.
In 1960, for slightly more than $8000, the group bought the old Plainville four-room school
building. Volunteer members have been converting the structure into the Walton Creek Theater
ever since. The original cornerstone was laid in 1869, but the present solid brick building at the
intersection of Walton Creek and Muchmore Roads dates from 1910. We’re fortunate to be one
of the few local community theaters with a permanent home. Our continuing improvements to the
building include a remodeled auditorium with new seating, aisle lights and an electromagnetic
hearing loop for the hearing-impaired. Our elevator to the auditorium accommodates those with
physical handicaps, including wheelchairs. A handicap accessible restroom is on the first floor.
The Players have had 1000s of members during the past 85 years. Some have even become film
actors, Broadway musical directors and played roles in professional theater, TV commercials,
corporate videos and voice-overs plus dozens of support roles in media and the creative arts.

Join Us!
Open audition dates for each production are announced on our Facebook page, on our website
at mariemontplayers.com or behindthecurtaincincy.com. Cast requirements change on a show-toshow basis with no experience required.
There are many opportunities to work backstage as part of our technical production staff. If your
talents or interests include props, costumes, set design and construction, painting, music, lights,
sound or stage managing – we have something for you! Contact Vicki Rafferty at
vsrraff@mac.com or Bill Pauly (set construction) at billpauly33@gmail.com about the next chance
to get involved.

Become a Patron
Your generous donations make it possible to continue improving our theater. Donations are taxdeductible and are acknowledged in the program for each show of the season. You may donate
online at our website (www.mariemontplayers.com) or send a check (write patron donation on
the memo line) to MPI, 4101 Walton Creek Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45227.

Please consider supporting MPI at one of these levels.
Director $100+
Producer $75-99
Angel $50-74
Quarter Club $25-49
Patron $15-24

THANK YOU for your support!

WELCOME!
On behalf of the MPI Board, I would like to Welcome
you to the 2022-2023 Season! In September, 2021 we
reopened our doors after being dark for 18 months.
Talented actors, designers, technicians, and other
volunteers came back to the Walton Creek Theater to
join together to bring quality theatre to our audiences.
It was a very successful season of award-winning
productions that were entertaining as well as thought
provoking.
At the annual ACT-Cincinnati banquet, MPI took home
57 season awards and our production of The Outsider was selected to represent
the Southwest Region at the Ohio Community Theatre Association State
Festival over Labor Day weekend. Longtime MPI member and actor, Danny
Davies, was awarded the prestigious Roger Grooms Award for his work in
Theatre Education.
We are thrilled to open our new season with Steven Dietz's This Random World.
Whether this is your first visit to MPI, you are one of our longtime season
subscribers, or you fall somewhere in between, we hope you will enjoy this
season and will continue to join us for many years to come. As always we thank
you for your support of live theatre!
Dee Anne Bryll
President of the Board

enable mankind to enjoy the works of Mark Twain forever. The present trustees of the
Foundation are JPMorgan Chase Bank and attorney Richard A. Watson.

Director’s Notes
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Hearing Loops allow people who wear hearing aids to
directly receive the sound from the stage microphones in
their own hearing aids. If your hearing aids have a wireless
receiver called a T-coil or telecoil, just switch it on. Talk to your
audiologist to see if your instruments are so equipped and how
to activate it. Many hearing devices can have either a T (no
background noise pickup) or MT program (blended microphone
and T-coil program).
If your hearing aid doesn’t have a telecoil, you may borrow
a separate loop receiver with a headset, available in the first floor
lobby. Ask an usher if you would like to use one.
For questions about your hearing aids and telecoils talk to your audiologist.
To learn more about hearing loops visit:
hearingloop.org or brownaudioservices.com

This Random World Cast
Tim Ward …………..……………………..……
Beth Ward ……………………………….……..
Scottie Ward …………..….……………………
Bernadette ……………….……………………..
Claire …………….…………..……………….…
Gary …………………………………….……….
Rhonda …..…………..…………………………

Jay Gossett
Brieanne Sheehan
Liz Ingram
Candace Grissom
Caitlin Ingram
Dan Maloney
Megan Carr

DUE TO ILLNESS
on September 23 the part of Tim Ward will be played by Ryan Bowron
on September 24 & 25 the part of Tim Ward will be played by Aaron Whitehead

Production Team
Director …………………….…… Laura Berkemeier
Co - Producers ………………..… Laura Berkemeier
Jay Gossett
Stage Manager ………………….. Molly Barresi
Set Design………..……………… Dan Dermody
Costume Design ………………… Laura Berkemeier, Jay Gossett, Molly Barresi, Cast
Sound Design .………………….. Laura Berkemeier
Properties ………………………. Connie Berkemeier
Lighting Design ……….……….. Chuck Ingram
Set Decor ………………………. Dan Dermody, Laura Berkemeier, Jay Gossett
Light & Sound Execution .…….. Aimée Ward, Kieran Schlueter
Master Carpenter ………………. Bill Pauly
Construction Team ……….……. Bill Pauly, Fred Murrell, Art Kibby, Tim Carney
Rain design & construction ..….. Bill Pauly, Fred Murrell, Dan Dermody, Art Kibby,
Steve Farley
Painting Crew ……….…….…… Laura Berkemeier, Jay Gossett, Liz Ingram,
Candace Grissom, Dan Maloney, Parker Gossett
Lobby Display ………….……… Kristen Vincenty
Publicity ……..….……………… Jackie Miesle
Playbill …….…………………… Vicki Rafferty
Online Playbill ………..…..……. Vicki Rafferty
Original Show Artwork ……..….. Teresa Johns
Photography …….…….………… Kristy Rucker
Box Office Manager ……….…… Aaron Courtland Soper
Facilities …….………….………. Steve Farley
Website .………………..……….. Jackie Miesle

About the Cast
Megan Carr (Rhonda) - This is Megan's first time on a Cincinnati stage! Originally from
Illinois, she acted in several shows during high school so it's exciting to finally be
getting back into theater. She is so grateful she found a home with the cast and crew of
This Random World and commends everyone for the hard work they've put into the
show. She'd also like to thank her friends and family for their love and support. A
special thank you goes out to her partner, Tyler, who was so encouraging throughout the
entire process and played many characters to help her learn her lines. When she’s not
on stage, Megan works in Surgery and Anesthesia at MedVet Animal Hospital. She
hopes you enjoy the show and appreciate this beautiful story as much as she does!
Jay Gossett (Tim Ward, Co-producer, Decor, Costumes) - Jay is happy to be back on
stage again in this production of This Random World, his first adventure on stage since
Covid struck the world. He is no stranger to collaboration with his wife, Laura
Berkemeier, whom he has been working with since 2016. While oftentimes you can find
him stage managing in productions such as Around the World in 80 Days and Star
Spangled Girl, both at Mariemont Players; he also has acting credits such as his role in
Suite Surrender (Beechmoont Players). This is also Jay's second time working as a coproducer with his wife Laura… that can be challenging but also very rewarding. Jay
wants to thank his lovely bride for all she does for him on and oﬀ the stage, in all
aspects of life. Without her the sunrise would not be so sweet.
Candace Grissom (Bernadette) - Candace is delighted to be making her Cincinnati
area theatrical debut as Bernadette in This Random World with Mariemont Players. She
has studied acting at the University of North Alabama, the American Academy of
Dramatic Arts, and most recently with OTR Improv. Also a fiction writer and teacher of
writing, Candace has been an Adjunct Instructor at Xavier University and the University
of Cincinnati at Blue Ash since 2018.

Caitlin Ingram (Claire) - Caitlin joins the Mariemont stage for the first time, having last
been seen onstage in How to Succeed... for Footlighters (Rosemary) and Oklahoma for
Brieabi (Ado Annie). With degrees in theatre education from EKU and NYU, Caitlin has
taught high school and college theatre at Villa Madonna and Xavier University,
respectively, prepared acting interns for classroom instruction at Cincy Shakes, and has
stage managed for Beechmont and Village Players. Caitlin is currently a program
director for Academic Learning Services, Inc., but during the pandemic shut down, she
founded B-Side Players - an online theatre program for elementary students. Caitlin is
thrilled to be performing live theatre once again!
Lizanne Ingram (Scottie Ward) - Liz is thrilled to be on stage for a Mariemont
production, this time as an actor seen, instead of only heard, such as Mrs. Pitkins in
Broadway Bound. Aside from her recent work with Mariemont, Liz was seen as Miss
Jones in How to Succeed in Business… (Footlighters) and as the Housekeeper in Jack
and the Giant with Beechmont Players. She has also directed for the stage. Favorite
projects include Annie and Honk (BPI), Shrek (CMT), Nunsense and Nuncrackers (Drama
Workshop) and numerous spring musicals for McNicholas High School from 2002-2012.
Liz shares the stage tonight with daughter, Caitlin, who is one of four children – all of
whom enjoy theatre like their parents. As a woman with three sisters of her own, she
assures you that none of them are “Eunice.”

Dan Maloney (Gary) - Dan is a longtime member of Mariemont Players, Inc. His MPI
acting credits include All the Way, The Silver Whistle, Beau Jest, Bus Stop, Is Life Worth
Living?, The Blue Moon Dancing, You Can’t Take It With You, The Foreigner and Laura.
Dan’s MPI directing credits include 12 Angry Jurors, Who Am I This Time?, Beau Jest,
DollHouse, The Outgoing Tide and Out of Sterno.

Brieanne Sheehan (Beth Ward) - Brieanne still can’t believe she is doing a show! After
the pandemic and having a baby, it was hard to believe stepping on a stage was in her
future. She feels excited to be in this sanctuary of art. She would like to thank Laura,
director of all things, for her dedication to making this show happen. Thank you Molly
and Jay, your work is evident throughout every detail of this show. Most importantly, she
would like to thank her wife, Leslie. My love letter to you is infinite. Rockler, my baby,
sleep tight and be good to Mama at bedtime. I will be home soon. Brieanne also wants
to thank her mother/omi…skies and stars.

About the Production Team
Laura Berkemeier (Director, Co-producer, Sound Design, Decor, Costumes) - Laura
returns to the directing seat after a hiatus of a couple years thanks to COVID-19. Her
previous MPI directing credits include More Fun Than Bowling (another Steven Dietz
show), Star-spangled Girl and The Glass Menagerie. She can also be seen on stage
occasionally. She’s excited to get to work with her husband, Jay Gossett, on another
production and thanks him for being not only an excellent actor but also her co-producer
for this show (and in life). And special things to all friends and family who have helped to
make this production a reality.

Molly Barresi (Stage Manager, Costumes) - Molly is excited to be back at Mariemont
Players after five years away from the theater. This is her fourth show with MPI after stage
managing The Glass Menagerie and The Complete Works of William Shakespeare
Abridged and appearing as Elma in Bus Stop. Other production crew credits include The
Odd Couple, Les Misérables, Lord of the Flies, and Annie. She would like to thank Laura
for once again allowing her to be a part of another beautiful show.

Dan Dermody (Set Design/Decor) - Dan has been involved with Community Theater since
1992 as a scenic designer for several community theater groups in the Greater Cincinnati
area. Dan was the recipient of the Mario Pitocco Award in 2006 from ACT Cincinnati. He
has served on the board of directors for Mariemont Players in several capacities,
including board president. Dan has also twice been an “Acclaim” award winner for set
design. Currently he is owner of Dermody Design Group, a construction management,
space planning & design company specializing in design/build projects for residential and
commercial projects.

Connie Berkemeier (Properties) - Connie enjoys theater and working with her director
daughter, son-in-law, Jay, and this phenomenal cast. This is her fifth show with Mariemont
Players. Previous shows include: The Glass Menagerie, Radium Girls, Star-Spangled Girl,
and More Fun than Bowling. Connie is a retired Paralegal who has become a professional
collage/mosaic artist using upcycled paper products. Finding props for current time frame
has its challenges but hoping everything has purpose! Great cast, phenomenal show!

Chuck Ingram (Lighting Design) - Chuck returns to light his second of three shows this
season - Harvey, This Random World and The Gods of Comedy. When Chuck is not
working behind the scenes he loves being on stage. He was a part of the wonderful
award-winning cast of The Outsider who represented Mariemont Players at the State level
on Labor Day weekend! Only one of three community theater groups to do so from this
area. Chuck was Ned Newley in The Outsider and has also been on the MPI stage for
Evelyn in Purgatory, portraying gym teacher Fred DiSalvo.

Bill Pauly (Master Carpenter) - Bill Pauly is in his 46th production over ten seasons
building sets for MPI. With fellow carpenters Tim Carney and Fred Murrell, he finds it a joy
building each set with its unique design and challenges. Bill has received many awards for
his work including MPI's President Award and the Elston Hurst Award, and 16 Orchid
Awards from ACT. He wants to thank MPI, the patrons, his fellow builders, and his wife for
the opportunity to fulfill his passion for creating the excitement that these sets produce.

Aimée Ward (Light & Sound execution) - Aimée (she/her) is excited to be back on the
Mariemont light and sound board, having done so for a number of past shows
including Last Night at Ballyhoo. When not playing button monkey, she enjoys being on
stage. You might remember her as Ada in Ada and the Engine and Myrtle Mae in Harvey.
She also serves on the board. Aimée is a Montessori teacher at Cincinnati Country Day
School and a graduate student of the School of Education at Xavier University. She also
enjoys Netflix binge-watching, playing D&D and going to the zoo. She'd like to thank the
cast & crew, the best family in the world (hers) and, of course, Taylor Swift.

Kieran Schlueter (Light & Sound execution) - This is Kieran's first show with Mariemont
Players after manning the sound board at East Side Players’ 2022 productions of Matilda
and Shrek. When not doing theatre, Kieran enjoys spending time with her husband and 2
dogs, playing board games, reading, and trying new international food restaurants. She
lives in Western Hills and works as a Social Worker at Mount Notre Dame Health Center.

Aaron Courtland Soper (Box Oﬃce Manager) - Aaron is a seasoned Box Oﬃce
Manager with a background in the entertainment industry and as a Creative Professional.
He is a new contributor to Mariemont Players Inc. and Cincinnati as a recent transplant
from Houston, Texas. Aaron has great enthusiasm with assisting Mariemont Players
patrons that support our Theater season after season. The warm welcome Aaron has
experienced in his short time at Mariemont Players sets a wonderful foundation as he
becomes more involved in the dynamic Cincinnati creative Arts community.

About the Author
Steven Dietz
Steven Dietz's thirty-plus plays and adaptations have been seen at
over one hundred regional theatres in the United States, as well as
Oﬀ-Broadway. International productions have been seen in over
twenty countries and his work has been translated into ten
languages. Recent world premieres include Bloomsday (2016
Steinberg New Play Award Citation); This Random World (40th
Humana Festival of New American Plays); and On Clover Road
(NNPN "rolling world premiere"). Other recent work includes
Rancho MIrage (Edgerton New Play Award), The Shimmering, and
American La Ronde. His two-theatre commission of companion
plays for adult and young audiences—The Great Beyond and The
Ghost Of Splinter Cove—will premiere in 2019. A two-time winner
of the Kennedy Center Fund for New American Plays Award
(Fiction, Still Life With Iris), Dietz is also a two-time finalist for the
American Theatre Critic's Steinberg New Play Award (Last Of The Boys, Becky’s New Car). He
received the PEN USA West Award in Drama for Lonely Planet, and the 2007 Edgar Award® for
Drama for Sherlock Holmes: The Final Adventure. Other widely produced plays and adaptations
include Yankee Tavern, Jackie & Me, Shooting Star, Dracula, Inventing Van Gogh, God’s Country,
Private Eyes, and The Nina Variations. Dietz taught in the graduate playwriting and directing
program at UT/Austin for twelve years, and continues to work as a Dramatists Guild "Traveling
Master," oﬀering workshops and master classes around the country.
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Bill & Janna Miller
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Sylvia Nathan
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Stephanie & Guy Adams
Erin Cain
Linda Callahan
Connie Christman
Anna Cuccinotta
Judith Davis
Glynn Glassner
Justin Hanks
Vernon Hubbard
Jeff & Mary Ann Knoop
Pat Kramer
Kathie Labanz
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Shelly Woodward

Mariemont Players’ Audience Services
For Your Comfort and Safety
•

Restrooms: Handicap-accessible restroom on the first floor lobby level, and two
additional restrooms in the basement.

•

Refreshments: Available prior to show and during intermission in the first floor Hurst
lobby.

•

Elevator: Accessible from parking lot, lobby and auditorium. Ask an usher for assistance.

•

Emergency Exits: Located at the left and right of the front aisle and at the left and right
sides of the stage.

•

AED (Automated External Defibrillator): On top landing just outside the auditorium,
designed to be used by anyone in case of sudden cardiac arrest.

•

Hearing Loop: For the hearing-impaired patron with a T-coil equipped hearing aid. If
your hearing aid is equipped with a wireless receiver called a T-coil or telecoil, just switch it
on. If your hearing aid doesn’t have a telecoil, you may borrow a separate loop receiver
with a headset, available in the first floor lobby. Ask an usher if you would like to use one.

Good Neighbor Policy
•Latecomers cannot be admitted until a suitable break.
•PLEASE be sure all cell phones, pagers and personal alarms are TURNED OFF, not just placed
on silent or vibrate.
•Be considerate of those around you. Talking and rustling papers distract the performers and
other audience members.
•Food and drinks are not allowed in the auditorium, except water bottles. Please dispose of all
refreshments before entering the theater.
•Walton Creek Theater is a smoke-free building. There are smoking receptacles outside.
•Publisher’s copyright strictly forbids photography, video or audio recording of any kind during
the performance.

Group Rates
MPI offers special rates to groups of 10 or more for certain performances.
Please call our Box Office at 513 501-1718 for more information.
Contact Us

Mariemont Players
4101 Walton Creek Road
Cincinnati, OH 45227
Theater: 513 271-1661(unattended)
NEW Box Office #: 513 501-1718
www.mariemontplayers.com

